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BIO:  DEEPAK ANAND
CEO & CO -FOUNDER 

Background in Pharmaceuticals
Founded a business in Europe that distributed 
medical, cosmetic and natural health products 
globally.

History of Patient Advocacy
Sit as a board member on NORML (National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws) as well as 
CFAMM (Canadians for Fair Access to Medical Marijuana). Also wrote and taught Canada’s first University 
level Cannabis curriculum at Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU).

Diverse Industry Experience
Worked on founding and setting up one of Canada’s largest cannabis licensed producers - Zenabis. Setup 
the Global Cannabis and Regulatory division at Cannabis Compliance Inc. (now owned by Deloitte). 
Presently sit as an independent on the board of The Valens Company – an extractor of cannabis licensed 
by Health Canada.

Policy Advisory Work
Worked very closely with the Government Of 
Canada (Health Canada) as a stakeholder to their 
Medical & eventually Non-Medical Cannabis policy 
working groups. Policy advisor to Governments of 
Cyprus, Malta, Macedonia and Lesotho.
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MATERIA OVERVIEW

Leading Medical Cannabis Company
Building a pan-European footprint, 
including production license in Malta and 
import/distribution licenses in Germany, 
Denmark and UK.

Renowned Team
Extensive background in healthcare, 
including Fortune 500 pharmaceuticals, and 
widely-recognized thought leadership on 
the global medical cannabis market.

Medical Cannabis Expertise
Sought after as subject matter experts on 
medical cannabis policy and regulatory 
affairs, built on 6+ years of advisory work to 
federal governments across North America, 
LatAm and Europe.

Industry Leadership
Founding members of esteemed Centre for 
Medicinal Cannabis (UK) and European 
Medicinal Cannabis Association 
(headquartered in Brussels), Europe’s two 
foremost industry trade associations.



CANADA OVERVIEW

SECTION 2
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CANADA OVERVIEW - WHERE DOES CBD COME FROM?

The cannabis plant contains hundreds of chemical substances. Over 100 of 
these are known as cannabinoids. Cannabinoids derived from cannabis 
plants are sometimes called phytocannabinoids.

Cannabidiol (CBD) is one of these cannabinoids. CBD is not intoxicating and 
may reduce some of the effects of tetrahydracannabinol (THC); however, it 
does have an effect on the brain.

CBD can be found in different varieties of the cannabis plant, including 
hemp. All phytocannabinoids are regulated under the new Cannabis Act. The 
Act came into force on October 17, 2018.

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-24.5/
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CANADA OVERVIEW – CBD REGULATION IN CANADA

CBD is a controlled substance under United Nations drug control conventions. 

Consistent with the controlled status of CBD internationally, CBD is a controlled substance in Canada 
and other jurisdictions. As a result, CBD and products containing CBD are subject to all the rules and 
requirements that apply to cannabis under the Cannabis Act and its regulations. This includes CBD 
derived from industrial hemp plants, as well as CBD derived from other varieties of cannabis.

Under the Cannabis Act activities with phytocannabinoids (including CBD) remain illegal, unless 
authorized. 

Before the Cannabis Act came into force, CBD was:
• Regulated under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act
• Strictly controlled
• Illegal to produce, sell, import or export unless authorized for medical or scientific purposes. 

Under the Cannabis Act, CBD products remain strictly regulated and are only legal when sold in 
compliance with the Act and its regulations. The Act and accompanying regulations place strict controls 
on cannabis:
• Possession
• Production
• Distribution
• Sale
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CANADA OVERVIEW – CBD REGULATION IN CANADA

Health Canada oversees the production of cannabis products. Health Canada is also 
responsible for overseeing the distribution and sale of:

• Cannabis, including any CBD-containing cannabis products for medical purposes.

The provinces and territories are responsible for determining how cannabis is distributed and 
sold within their jurisdictions. They set rules around:

• How cannabis products can be sold
• Where stores may be located
• How stores must be operated

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/laws-regulations/provinces-territories.html
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CANADA OVERVIEW – PRODUCING & SELL ING CBD

CBD and products containing CBD are subject to all the rules 
and requirements that apply to cannabis under the 
Cannabis Act and its regulations.

You must have a processing licence to manufacture products 
containing CBD for sale, no matter what the source of the 
CBD is.

CBD and products containing CBD, such as cannabis oil, may 
only be sold by a:

• Provincially or territorially-authorized cannabis retailer
• Federally-licensed seller of cannabis for medical 

purposes

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/industry-licensees-applicants/applying-licence.html
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CANADA OVERVIEW – CBD PRODUCTS

Only limited parts of cannabis or hemp plants may be used in a:
• Natural health product (NHPs) - under the Natural Health Product Regulations
• Veterinary health product (VHPs) - under the Food and Drug Regulations

NHPs and VHPs may only contain parts of the cannabis and hemp plants that are not
considered cannabis under the Cannabis Act or that are excluded from the application of the 
Act. 

This includes things such as:
• Non-viable seeds
• Hemp-seed derivatives that are compliant with the Industrial Hemp Regulations
• Mature stalks that do not include any leaves, flowers, seeds or branches and fibre from 

such stalks are also excluded from the Cannabis Act, but they may not be used in 
veterinary health products.

Deliberately adding phytocannabinoids to such products is not permitted. 

These same restrictions also apply to cosmetics, which may only contain hemp derivatives.

CBD in natural health products, veterinary health products and cosmetics

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2003-196/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-27/
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CANADA OVERVIEW – CBD PRODUCTS

Edible cannabis will not be permitted for sale until the Regulations Amending the Cannabis 
Regulations (New Classes of Cannabis) come into force on October 17, 2019.

These regulations set out strict controls to reduce the:
• Appeal of such products to youth;
• Risk of accidental consumption, especially of edible cannabis, including by youth;
• Risk of overconsumption associated with edible cannabis because of the delay in 

experiencing the effects of cannabis when it is ingested rather than inhaled; and
• Risk of foodborne illness associated with the production and consumption of edible 

cannabis.

Edible cannabis will only be available for human consumption.

CBD in human food or pet food 
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CANADA OVERVIEW IMPORTING & EXPORTING CBD PRODUCTS

Movement of cannabis and cannabis products between countries is covered by 3 
United Nations drug conventions, including the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 
of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol.

CBD is currently a controlled substance under the Single Convention. CBD products 
may therefore only be imported or exported under very specific conditions. Any 
import or export must meet all of these criteria and may only be done:

• By a holder of a licence issued under the Cannabis Regulations 
• Under an import or export permit issued to the licence holder by Health Canada 

for that shipment 
• For a legitimate scientific or medical purpose, as per international agreements 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/single-convention.html


PA G E 14M A T E R I A

CANADA OVERVIEW – INDUSTRIAL  HEMP

Industrial hemp is cannabis that contains 0.3% THC or less in the flowering heads 
and leaves. The Industrial Hemp Regulations under the Cannabis Act set out the 
requirements for cultivators of industrial hemp. As is currently the case, 
cultivators of industrial hemp must grow from the hemp varieties approved for 
commercial cultivation.

Although it may not have more than 0.3% THC, there is no limit to the amount of 
CBD that may be contained in industrial hemp plants.

The Cannabis Act and its regulations do not distinguish between CBD derived 
from industrial hemp and CBD derived from cannabis with greater than 0.3% 
THC.

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/producing-selling-hemp/commercial-licence/list-approved-cultivars-cannabis-sativa.html
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CANADA OVERVIEW – INDUSTRIAL  HEMP

Industrial hemp licence holders may cultivate hemp to produce several different products. They may:
• Sell viable seeds
• Sell grain (i.e. non-viable seeds) or hemp seed derivatives for use in: food, cosmetics, other products
• Cultivate hemp for the flowering heads, branches and leaves, which may contain CBD
• Sell those flowering heads, branches and leaves to a licence holder under the Cannabis Regulations, 

who may then extract the CBD (hemp producers may not extract the CBD themselves, unless they also 
have a cannabis processing or research licence).

What industrial hemp licence holders may and may not do

Importing and Exporting Industrial Hemp

The Industrial Hemp Regulations authorize importing and exporting industrial hemp seed or grain, but not
the flowering heads, branches or leaves. The flowering heads, branches and leaves may only be imported 
or exported by a licence holder under the Cannabis Regulations:
• With a permit issued under those regulations
• For legitimate medical and scientific purposes

To import or export the industrial hemp seeds or grain, you must:
• Hold a licence from Health Canada
• Have an import or export permit issued by Health Canada 

When importing or exporting industrial hemp seeds or grain, you may also need to obtain an import or 
export permit from the other country, depending on their rules.
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CANADA OVERVIEW – WHAT WAS PROPOSED? CHP ’S
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CANADA OVERVIEW – WHAT WAS PROPOSED? CHP ’S

Any new regulations would fill a gap in the current federal 
framework that does not provide a legal pathway to market for a 
cannabis product that makes a health claim and could be sold 
without doctor authorization.

Under the proposed new rules, provinces and territories would 
have the ability to authorize where cannabis health products 
could be sold, including, potentially, pharmacies, veterinary 
clinics and pet stores.

The consultation period was open from June 19, 2019, to Sept. 3, 
2019.
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CANADA OVERVIEW – WHAT HAPPENED?

Health Canada received 1,104 submissions through an online 
questionnaire and roughly 60 submissions via email.

Health Canada said it intends to publish a summary of the 
feedback it received during the consultation.

After publishing the feedback summary, Health Canada will 
establish an external scientific advisory committee.

The committee will be tasked with seeking advice on the 
appropriate level of evidence necessary to prove the safety and 
efficacy of cannabis health products.

Any new regulatory pathway could open up a large market for 
cannabis health products, including CBD.
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CANADA OVERVIEW – WHAT TO EXPECT?

How are cannabis health products are defined?

Will more than trace amounts of THC be permitted?

What do the distribution and sales models look like?

What health claims could be allowed and how are businesses 
going to have to prove them to Health Canada?

The upcoming report and advisory committee suggest businesses are looking at a multiyear process 
to liberalize CBD regulations.



INTERNATIONAL OVERVIEW

SECTION 3
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CBD AVAILABIL ITY  /  LEGAL ITY  IN EUROPE
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CBD IN EUROPE

Considered as a Novel Food as per the 
European Union but countries don’t 
necessarily need to follow that.

Requires Pre-Market Authorization.
• 6 Months accelerated stability on 

the product.
• Safety study and dose evaluation: 

90 days.

Regulatory

Patchwork of Regulation within and 
across member states in Europe.

CBD is everywhere! Holland & Barrett (owned 
by GNC) even has a CBD wall. Prominent 
European retailers like Harrods, Selfridges, etc. 
and supermarkets like ReWe, de, etc. all carry 
CBD ingestibles, as well as topical products.

Opportunities

Submit a Novel food application to remain in 
business for the long-term.

In the UK, you can remain in business if you 
have submitted a Novel food application but 
getting it is burdensome and involves 
submission of a dossier of scientific data 
(similar to approval of a medicine).
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CBD IN THE  UK

3 companies have already submitted authorization applications to 
the EU/UK under Novel food regulations. Many more expected to 
follow.

CBD products will widely remain to be available until March 2021.

Adoption and penetration of CBD at the retail level is already 
significant.

Expect Non-Cannabis CPG, NHP and associated companies to 
expand their presence into CBD within this market in the next 
year.

The UK currently is the only country globally with a predictable and certain pathway to legal  
ingestible CBD sales.
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CBD ELSEWHERE

Health authorities expect to 
conclude their safety review 
of CBD in low doses in March 
2020, the results of which 
could inform any decision to 
down-schedule the popular 
cannabinoid.

A variety of other countries allow CBD to be sold legally in non ingestible forms.

Australia

Japan allows for CBD Oil 
(under 0.03% THC) to be 
purchased and sold legally 
but so far, no food products 
with CBD are seen in the 
market.

Japan

Uruguay allows for CBD to be 
sold over the counter. So far, 
we have however not seen 
any food products being 
made available with CBD in  
them.

Uruguay



THANK YOU & QUESTIONS?

DEEPAK ANAND
+1-236-889-4000

DEEPAK@MATERIAVENTURES.COM


