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“The Standards Council of Canada played an invaluable role in 
helping us develop an international standard for our industry. The 
standard development, including the creation of a network of like-
minded competitors, experts, and thought leaders, has shifted 
market sentiment in favour of manufacturers, like ourselves, that 
believe in real innovation for our customers. When you’re looking to 
increase exports to increasingly competitive global markets, you 
want every advantage.

Becoming pro-active on standardization was an easy win for us.”

DUSTIN OLENDER, AML OCEANOGRAPHIC
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Works with 
Canadian innovators

Provides 
customized support 

Helps Canadian industry 
access enhanced 

market opportunities
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Agenda

Introduction to SCC

What is standardization?

Standardization and regulation

Standardization and the health products 
sector

Example - Cannabis
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SCC’s role in the Federal Government

SCC is a federal Crown 
corporation, reporting to 

the ISED Minister, 
responsible for promoting 
standardization in Canada.

SCC is involved with many 
Federal programs such as: 

• IRAP

• AGS

• Clean Growth Hub
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What in the world are SDOs and CABs?

ORGANIZATIONS THAT CREATE 
STANDARDS ARE STANDARDS 

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS

BODIES THAT ENSURE ADHERENCE 
TO STANDARDS ARE CONFORMITY 

ASSESSMENT BODIES

CAN BE INTERNATIONAL OR 
NATIONAL
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Standards are:

• published specifications 
that ensure reliability

• established by consensus
and approved by a 
recognized body

• based on consolidated 
subject matter expertise to 
promote optimum 
community benefits

Examples - types of 
standards:

• Performance standards

• Prescriptive standards

• Design standards

• Management system 
standards

• Service standards
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SCC is 
responsible for 

Canada’s 
national 

standardization 
network

Standards Development Organizations Accredited by SCC
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Conformity Assessment 
is:

• Verifying a product/service 
meets the standard

• Conveys trust and 
confidence to consumers

• Provides assurance that the 
product/service will deliver 
its promised function
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Conformity 
Assessment 

Bodies (CABs) 
Accredited by SCC
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SCC’s Engagement with 
Regulators

• Standardization-based strategies

• National alignment of standards in regulations

• Tools for monitoring and referencing 
standards in regulations
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Canadian Regulatory System

• Under the Canadian constitution there is a division of powers 
between the federal and provincial and territorial governments

• The federal government has jurisdiction over certain areas, such as 
defense and communications

• Provinces and territories have jurisdictional authority over others, 
such as education and health and electrical safety

• There are thousands of references to standards in federal and 
provincial/territorial regulations

• Canada’s federal structure means standards development has 
traditionally been “bottom-up,” not “top-down”
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Incorporation by Reference (IBR)

IBR is a drafting technique used to include a document, such as a standard, 
within a legislative text as if it were reproduced word for word

Documents incorporated by reference have the same binding effect as the 
regulation in which it is incorporated

Federally, there are 1,409 standards referenced in 132 regulations across 18 
departments and agencies (as on March 31, 2019)

All Canadian provinces and territories also incorporate standards by reference 
in regulation
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Standards Incorporated by Reference
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SCC identified 1,132 references to standards in 139 Canadian Federal 

regulations.
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Standards Incorporated by Reference in P/T Regulations
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Regulatory Reconciliation and 
Cooperation Table (RCT)

Non-alignment of standards across jurisdictions 

• (i.e. different versions of standard used), can result 
in internal trade barriers and irritants

Opportunities

• Promote use of standards 

• Promote communication and cooperation

Goal

• Reduce current and future barriers
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Standardization & Health Products Sector

Ensure Safety & Quality:  
Support to Regulators & Policy-makers

Drive Innovation & Economic Growth: 
Leveraging Standards For Growth & Stability

Standardization System Coordination:
Ensure System Responds to Needs
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How Can You Become a Leader?

Get involved

Help shape the standard 

Gain a competitive 
advantage in your 
marketplace 
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Set the Standard

You have the choice to be a 
leader or a follower in your 
industry.
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Reaping the Benefits

• Create new markets 

• Drive innovation and 
improve productivity 

• Influence marketplace rules 

• Secure market access 

• Protect and exploit 
intellectual property
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Canada’s Place in an 
Emerging Global Industry

• Canada is home to a robust and growing 

medical cannabis industry

• Canada be amongst the first countries to 

fully legalize access to cannabis for both 

medical and recreational purposes

• Opportunity to share lessons learned, and 

leverage standardization to support the  

development of a safe, responsible and 

efficient emerging global industry
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Cannabis
Sector Standardization Strategy

• Market Challenge: Standards required to 
enhance opportunities for research and 
innovation, and protect the health and safety 
of consumers and patients

• Standardization Solution: Propose and lead 
development of new international standards 
for high-value cannabis innovations

• Projected Outcome: Standards developed to 
support regulatory framework for cannabis 
and expand opportunities for Canadian 
innovators; Development of associated 
conformity assessment programs 
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